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A graphic aid for teaching students to examine both sides of an issue before drawing conclusions.
MATERIALS: Books or sections of text, discussion guides, pencils/markers

© Provide each student pair with a text selection
to read aloud and one discussion guide.

@ After reading, introduce the discussion guide
with a question based on the content of the
text selection. Have each student pair write the
question at the top of their guide.

© With their partner, students discuss various
responses to the question and record the reasons
they agree or disagree in the appropriate column.

O Partners work on the same discussion guide,
writing only key words or phrases in the columns.
They don't have to fill in all the lines, but should

EXAMPLE:

attempt to give an equal number of reasons in
each column.

© Students pair with another set of partners to
discuss the reasons in each column.

O Each group works towards a consensus about
which view (agree or disagree) is most correct.

© When a conclusion is reached, they record it
at the bottom of the guide.

© During whole group discussion, one person
from each group shares their conclusion and why
they agreed on it.
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PREPARATION OF MATERIALS: Print the Discussion Guide. You may wish to enlarge
the chart so that you can complete the activity with students during small group instruction.

© 2010 The University of Texas System and Texas Education Agency



Discussion Guide

Question

Reasons We Agree

Reasons We Disagree

Conclusions

COM-16

© 2010 The University of Texas System and Texas Education Agency



