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CIRCLE Progress Monitoring Benchmarks 
CIRCLE Progress Monitoring (CPM) benchmarks are age-dependent. CPM assigns an age 
group as of September 1st of the current school year, and students stay in that age group for 
the entire school year. 

If the student scores at or above these benchmarks, the student is considered “On Track”, if 
students score below benchmarks, they fall under “Monitor” (for students younger than 4) 
or “Needs Support” (for students older than 4). 

*** Note: Insufficient data to establish benchmarks 

Rapid Letter Naming 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 *** 7 7 8 
2 *** 7 11 12 
3 *** 8 14 14 

Rapid Vocabulary 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 4 10 16 16 
2 9 11 18 19 
3 10 12 19 20 

Phonological Awareness: Total Score 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 3 7 8 10 
2 7 10 12 14 
3 9 12 15 17 



Phonological Awareness: Sub-Measures 
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Sub-Measures 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
Syllabication *** 6 6 6 
Onset-Rime *** 3 3 3 
Alliteration *** 6 6 6 
Rhyming 1 *** 7 7 7 

Optional Phonological Awareness: Total Score 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 1 2 2 3 
2 2 3 5 6 
3 3 4 7 8 

Optional Phonological Awareness: Sub-Measures 
 

Sub-Measures 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
Listening *** 5 5 5 

Words in a 
Sentence *** 4 4 4 

Rhyming 2 *** 3 3 3 

Math: Total Score 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 5 7 9 11 
2 9 10 14 17 
3 11 13 18 20 



Math: Sub-Measures 
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Sub-Measures 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
Rote Counting *** 2 2 2 
Shape Naming *** 4 4 4 

Number 
Discrimination *** 2 2 2 

Number Naming *** 3 3 3 
Shape 

Discrimination *** 5 5 5 

Counting Sets *** 4 4 4 
Operations *** 3 3 3 

Optional Math: Total Score 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 2 2 3 3 
2 3 3 4 5 
3 3 4 5 6 

Letter- Sound Correspondence 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 *** *** *** *** 
2 *** *** 1 2 
3 *** *** 3 5 

Story Retell and Comprehension 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
All 1 2 3 4 

Book and Print Knowledge 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 1 2 3 4 
2 3 4 5 6 
3 4 6 7 8 



Science 
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Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 8 10 13 15 
2 11 13 16 17 
3 13 16 18 19 

Social Studies 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 5 6 7 8 
2 7 8 9 10 
3 8 9 10 11 

Social Emotional Behaviors 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 3 7 9 14 
2 19 26 29 31 
3 30 32 37 43 

Early Writing Skills 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 *** 1 1 3 
2 2 4 7 10 
3 4 6 10 13 

Approaches to Learning Expanded 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 4 5 6 9 
2 9 11 13 14 
3 12 14 16 18 



Physical Development and Health 
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Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 7 9 10 12 
2 12 12 14 16 
3 13 16 19 21 

Speech Production and Sentence Skills 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 *** 1 2 3 
2 1 3 5 5 
3 3 5 5 7 

Motivation to Read 
 

Wave 3.0-<3.5 3.5-<4.0 4.0-<4.5 4.5 or Above 
1 *** 1 1 2 
2 2 2 3 4 
3 2 3 4 4 

 


